
PARENTS OF EARLY RETURNING MISSIONARIES  

1. Recognize that you and your missionary may have feelings of grief and loss more than you 

imagined would happen. 

2. Make true expressions of love – the ones that may be very unique to your missionary. 

3. Do all you can to have them attend church the first Sunday back home.* 

4. Find out what they would like you to say to others. 

5. You can refer to them as a “returned missionary”. Elder Holland says so. (See his YouTube video 

https://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2016-05-012-elder-hollands-counsel-for-early-

returned-missionaries?lang=eng) 

6. Inform those you feel need to know that your missionary is coming home and that, no matter 

what, you are excited to be with her/him again.  

7. Set aside uninterrupted time to hear about mission experiences. 

8. Encourage prayer about what to do next. This process is most of all between the early returned 

missionary our Father and our Savior.  

9. Remember, a decision to return (if this is an option) is between the missionary and the Lord. 

Many others are going to ask and, even, push for them to go back. Be their supporter of what 

they feel is right for them. Often mental, emotional and physical health problems may not remit.  

10. Options for other mission experiences (service missions, stay at home missions, etc.) should be 

explained. Again, this is a decision to be left to the returned missionary. 
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